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Recreate Ed Westwick's
Birthday Martini

Impress your guests this holiday weekend by
serving the cucumber martini that was featured
at Gossip Girl star Ed Westwick's 22nd
birthday bash. Friends and fellow Upper East
Siders, including Blake Lively and Westwick's
girlfriend Jessica Szohr, sipped on the cool
cocktail which was served up at N.Y.C. celebrity
hot spot, Lucky Strike Lanes & Lounge.

Ingredients:

* 3 Cucumber slices

= 2 Qunces gin

= 1 Ounce white cranberry juice
+ 1 Splash sour mix R
= 1 Pinch sugar

Directions:

Muddle the cucumber in a shaker until the juice
is extracted. Add all other ingredients, including
ice, and shake vigorously. Strain into a martini
glass and garnish with a cucumber wheel.

—Amy Barton
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Tom Cruise: The Kingpin?

Categories: family time, sighting

We've just been tipped to a sighting so endearingly dorky it could change our typical
cynicism toward camera-friendly TomKat and their extended brood.

Saturay night at Lucky Strike was the scene for a family bowling outing, not just
for Tom, Katie and Suri but even Connor and Isabella joined in the fun, according
to an eyewitness.

A special section was roped off, and a bodyguard was posted, but otherwise, the
fam bowled in full view of everyone else atthe alley. (Mo word on who got the most
qutter balls, but our money's on Suri—eye-hand coordination is so tough when
you're almost two.)

And we're actually inclined to believe the wholesome evening wasn't just an
opportunity for Tom's Operation Rep Rehab, as not one paparazzi image ofthe
pinhead players has surfaced. (The photo above is from earlier this month.)

Of course, we reserve the right to change our minds, but for now we're taking this
A-list encounter at face value. Go, Team Cruise!

Comments (28)
Posted by Lia Haberman on Mon, Jan 28, 2008, 11:52 AM | Permalink | (= &=
Photo by: James Devaney/Wirelmage.com
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ANIGHT OUT WITH | ADRIENNE BAILON

Rolling With Her Friends

Adrienne Bailon MTV's newest V.J. was at the Lucky Strike Lanes and Lounge on West 42nd Street on a
wintry Wednesday in March. "Look, she doesn't even get laces,” said Vanessa Torres, her childhood friend,
pointing to the children’s bowling shoes, with Velcro straps, that a clerk had just handed to Ms. Bailon.

“What can | say?" said Ms. Bailon, a former member of the Cheetah Girls, who stands barely five feet tall
even in her black high-heel boots. “| have very small feet.”

Just how close these women are is clear once they bowl. They ignore a circle of couches, choosing instead
to stand in a tight cluster at the approach of the lane, singing and cheering for one another as they take
their turns.

They concede, laughing, that their enthusiasm doesn't quite match their performances. By the seventh
frame, when the game is stopped to make way for another party, the older Ms. Bailon leads the pack with
a score in the 70s; the younger Ms. Bailon stands at 25.

“I left my ball in L.A.,” she [Balion] pleads. “It's literally a cheetah ball."
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Looking at the stars from the gutte

In trendy California,
bowling suddenly
has celebrity to spare

By Ann Oldenburg
USATODAY

Stars are info striltes.

“I love bowling!" says Kelly Qsbourne. “It is so
much better than being at a club — clubs are so gener-
ic and predictable most of the time.”

Justin Timberlaize seems to agree. Last month af-
ter a concert in San Jose, Calif, the pop star and about
20 pals hit the Yerha Buena Bowling Center in San
Francisco for private after-hours fun, according to Peo-
ple magazine.

Timberlake aiso was seen rolling a few games with
his new girlfriend, Cameron Dizz, at the Sports Cen-
ter Bowtling Lanes in Los Angeles not too long ago.

Now a new Hollywcod hot
spot, Lucky Strike Lanes, is
F&C_@S transforming the old idea of a
pﬂa«:@g bowling alley into a hip hang-
out.
With an upscale, retro
lounge feel, Lucky Strike fea-
tures floor-to-ceiling screens at the end of each of the
12 lanes. Projected on those screens is everything
from great works of art to cartoons. There’s a private  ingpiu: The upscale Lucky Strike, with
party room and a 35-foot bar made out of Lane 16 a 60-seat restaurant, bills itself as
from the legendary Hollywood Star Lanes, which was  Americass first "bowting lounge.”
closed iast August. And instead of those hard vinyl
seats any bowler knows only too well, Lucky Strike
has comfy sofas.

Typical bowling-alley fare — hot dogs, hamburgers
and pizza — is available, But Along Came Mary (which
catered Jenmifer Aniston and Brad Pitt’s wedding)
also offers dishes such as scallop skewers, mixed baby
greens and lemon-berry meringue tart in the 60-seat
restaurant.

Creating a bowling alley for the new millennium
was the vision of Steven Faster and his wife, Cilliar,
who have spent the past decade creating various en-
tertainment and dining complexes in more than 20
states.

At the opening party for Lucky Strike, Osbourne
won a free trip on JetBlue to Las Vegas. Other stars
who have avoided the gutter: Fred Darst and Vince
Vaughn, Christina Aguilera, Kelly Rowland, fessica
Sieppsost. Robin Wililams and Dapny Mastersen
tried the tenpins when Teen People held its sixth an-
nual “25 Hottest Stars Under 25" party there in May.

The Los Angeles Business Journal recently said Lucky
Strike “could be the Sky Bar for bowlers,” a reference
to the hip hangout at far Schrager's Mondrian Hotel.

Plans are underway to open more Lucky Strike
Lanes in Orange County, Boston and Toronto.

Ty Bllly Caviell, PMC

Lucky Strike

6801 Hollywood Blvd. at Highland Avenue & :

Cost: Bowling, $4.95 to $6.95 per person, per game, HERTR i f ‘ 2y
depending on day and time. ShO@S, $3.95. By mu)s Farrell, PMvC By Chirls Polk, filmmagic ¢
Hours: Daily, 11 am. to 2 am. Bowled aver: Kelly Osbourne finds Love the shees: Jessica Simpson follows through at Teen People’s May bash.

Phone: 323-467-7776. Lucky Strike refreshingly un-club-like.
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New
Hangout
® LUCKY STEIKE LANES
Lucky Strike has done for bowling what
Kurt Cobain did for plaid: made the scoff-
worthy de rigueur. With 24 lanes, a lounge,
six pool tables, an eclectic menu (tomato-and-
cheese s'mores), and a rooftop deck, this may be
the most fun you c¢an have without winning the
lottery, visiting Atlantic City or going to jail. For
more lanes we fove, see “Striking OQut” on
the next page. 1336 Chestnut Street,
ELL? Donovan Opens Up

215-545-2471; bowlilucky- ELL .
-ame Back About Last Season

h strike.com. 'the Dead And Life After T.0.
e by Tom McGrath
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And this Dudas food breaks those rules by
:I marrying Mary's treats with Lucky's lanes

if you're the kind of person who spends s lot of time in the gutter, you can seek com-
fort in the new menus at a number of upscale Lucky Strike Lanes across the country,
Bili Starbuck, executive chef of Los Angeles-based catering company Along Came
Mary, has created an assoriment of updated comfort f00ds 1o go with the swank atmg-
sphere of the bowling lounges, which feature plush couches and blue-lighted lanes.
“It goes back to bowling being asscciated with cur notions of Americana,” says Along
Came Mary owner Mary Micucd, the go-1o event plenner — the Hollywood Repovier
ca'ls har “the Epicurean Steven Spielberg® — for blockbuster movie premieres and
awards shows, Including Sotman Beging and the Grammys. Maceroni and cheese
gives way to bite-size mac and cheese balls coverad
in tamate sauce. Piein old mashod potatoes are now
crunchy mashed polato roils (thet is, mashed potatoes
ga~ved ir A crispy wrapper and toppad with cheddar,
bacon, and chives). And pizza® Well, it still looks like
pizza, but the choices run the gamut from barbecue
chicken to Thai to potato pizze ple. www.bowllucky
strike.com —F.2,
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Boutique Bowling: A Night in Washington's Fast Lanes

By Davin Mowtcomesy

Washingtan Past Staff Briter

In the corporate neon daylight of
Seventh Street NW at night — amd
the welter of pubbers, clubbers, ficld-
tripping suburbers and howling
sports fans — there is this strange
new (and retro) evidence of renais-
sance in Washington: You can go
bowling again.

Bowling?

Cue scraps of tactile memory —
stirrings from high schoal, or Wednes-
day nights after work, back home in 2
colder state, before you migrated to
the capital to be somebody, mayhe,

A league of its own: lennifer Sinclair
bowls at Lucky Strike, the new
upscale lanes at Gallery PIH!l.

The shoes — too tight, thin-soled,
threetoned (trendoids brought them
back a few vears ago, minus the bowl-
mg} The bells — three-holed, finger-

. The beer —
dlﬂapmﬂwate:}rhyﬂleprtd'rerﬂe
amells: varnish and cigarette smoke.

Best of all, the sounds: The all-fall-
down clatter of exploding formations
of pins. The tumble of tenpins always
seemed like an aural exaggeration —
a cartoon disaster or radio sound ef-
fect.

That sonic flashback hits you be
fore you're even inside Lucky Strike
Lanes, the city's first commercial
bowling alley in forever, which just
openad downtown at Gallery Place.

You hear it when you step off the es-
calator Friday night onto the mezia-

See BOWLING, C4, Col. |
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Nice Place, Fven if You
End Up in the Guiter

BOWLING. From CI

nine of the entertainment complex's
vast Greek-columned atrium — that
slapstick soundtrack of things falling
apart emanating from Lucky Strike,
while all around are signs thal things
are coming together. Below you see
long lines for “Syriana” and “Chron-
ides of Namia.” Clyde’s is packed
with holiday office partiers. You've
just escaped the outside sidewalk riv-
er of Capitals fans heading next door
to MCI Cenler, shoppers going to be
seen in the blazing two-story fish-
bowl of Urban Outfitters, diners an-
gling across the street toward chain-
restaurant row.

There was a tone of amazement in
the conversations foating around
the complex — a sense of Where are
we, Toto? What little China was left
in Chinatown has all but vanished,
along with the last of the empty lots
and abandoned buildings. The once
gaudy-by<omparison  Chinatown
arch looks unexpectedly plain. Some-
one in the passing rush blurted ont 2
depressing verdict, meant to be chip-
per: “It's almost like you're in Asling-
ton!”

Ah yes, surprising D.C. — finally
catching up L0 its burbs.

Bul they don't have bowling like
this in Arlinglon.

In fact. Lucky Strike is nothing
like what you remember. It's what
some in the industry call “boutique
bowling” ~— bowling gone uptown,
bowling that moved away from
home, got an expensive education,
shed its accent, lcarned how to dress
and order fancy food, and now is just
a little bit ashamed of its roots.

The dress code posted outside the
door has 13 noes, including “no
sports jerseys” {sorry, Caps fans) and
“no  exposed intimate apparel”
(drat). If you show up with your
baseball cap tumed backward, the
fashion-forward hosls and hoslesses
posted up front will ask you to turn it
around.

Step inside and the ratde of pins is
like a low-fi rhythm section over-
whelnied by the higi-volume sound-
scape of the music — indic, alty, dan-
cey offerings meant 1o appeal to a
slightly older crowd than the fare in
college kid clubs. You spot the DJ in
her command central before you spy

the lanes themselves, and on Friday
and Saturday nights she is Crystal

“Deejay Mishalay” Gibson. She says |

it's an odd gig because in her club
jobs she is the main altraclion,

whereas at Lucky Strike she's just

one of the offerings.

“T've been waiting for a bowling al-
fey the entire time Tve lived here,”
says Carolyn Conner, 24, who works
for an education nonprofit Most of

the people in her office have come |

here to bowl Friday night, the first

time they could all agree on a place to ||

socialize. She went home to the Chi-
cago area over Thanksgiving and la-

mented to her family how there was | <

no bowling in Washington. Then
Lucky Strike opened Nov. 30.

“I like the movie theaters, t0o,” |

Conner says. “Everything in Chi-
natown is making me very, very hap-
py. And there's a Haagen-Dazs down-
stairs.”

Oh, but why leave the lanes?
There's a full reslaurant with food

devised by a Los Angeles catering | -

company that specializes in movie

premieres. Old bowling fare: greasy |

burgers, fries. Boutique bowking: tu-

na burger au poivre, ancho citrus |- ¢

chicken.

. There’s a long sleek bar with spe- |
cialty cocktails ($9 and $10) and |
beer ($4.50 and $5.50) never served |

in pitchers, a strategic decision that
sends a message: “IL says we're up-
scale,” according 1o assistant general
manager Tim Woody. So does this:
No one under 21 after 9 p.m.

There are plump couches and liv-

ing room famps, and everywhere are |

huge video screens designed to show
images of contemporary art —
though on Friday the art satellite

connection is out, so for the night |

we're back to ESPN.

Oh yeah, and there’s bowling.

Walk up a short ramp, past the DJ,
and there, regally elevated, are the
14 lanes. They are a shimmering
blue, with tubes of colored lights sep-
araling them. You feel like you're
bowling on the lanes of a swiruning
poal.
‘The urethane bowling balls are
the bright fruity colors of gumballs.
The shocs are new and glistening
from the squirt of Lysol each pair
gets after use. The overhead score-
board is automatic — no pesky arith-

metic required — and tells you the
speed of your balls in miles per hour.
Between frames, you sit on a couch
facing a low wooden coffec table with
acandie on it. Black<lad servers take
food and drink orders.

Boutique bowling is an accessory
to a bar, while 2 bar was an accessory
to old-school bowling.

Friday and Saturday nights after 9
are the most popular and expensive
times to bowl: You can call ahead and
reserve a lane for $75 an hour for
your group, or you can show up, put
your name on the ist, and pay $7.95
per person, per game, plus $3.95 for
shoes. The wait can be Lhree or four
hours,

The trend was hot and new a few
vears ago, but new as it is in Wash.
ington, the capital is behind the
curve. The first Lucky Strike opened
in Hollywood in 2003. Now there are
12. Pittshurgh got one before Wash-
ington did. (Ouch.) Strike Bethesda,
created in 2001 by another company,
is another riff on the genre.

Decades ago, Washington had sev-
eral commercial bowling centers, in-
cluding, coincidentally, one called
Lucky Strike. They closed one by one

90105 RYRALATAR T WASHA I

Scenes from an alley: Brian Wohlert gets a birthday kiss from Jamie Todd at Gatlery Place’s Lucky Strike Lanes, Nicole
Grabow is all smiles after a strike, Crystai “Deejay Mishalay” Gibson supplies the soundtrack and birthday girl Andrea
Simmons, on the left, clinks drinks with Robin Ress and Rancka Young. After every use, the shoes get a shot of Lysol.

as neighborhoods went downhill and
bowling lost its luster. Now there are
lanes at Bolling Air Force Base, (in-
sert Bolling alley pun here), restricl-
ed to mililary personnel, and in the
Marvin Center at George Washing-
ton Universily, open to the public,
but no drinking. The famed White
House lanes in the Old Executive Of-
e Building closed after 9/11.

The new bowling in the new
Washington is an affirmation: You
are so hip. This follows you right into
the restroom, where the walls are
lined with clips from celebrity maga-
zines picturing Geena Davis, Paula
Abdul, Matthew McConaughey.
Kelly Osbourne and Jessica Simpson
howling at the Lucky Strike on Holly-
wood Boulevard.

But who in the crowd of hundreds
Friday night looks like that? s
mostly wonky Washington — neck-
ties still in evidence! — traveling in
packs defined by workplace. A law
firm occupies four lanes for a private
party. A trade organization stops in
for drinks. Three Hill spokespeaple
and one non-Hill friend stop by after
watching “Syriana” and bowl for an
hour. Two of them live 2 couple

blocks away. a neighborhood where
four years ago squatters occupied
desolate buildings and today one-
bedrooms rent for $2,100.

“I's the perfect place between
downtown and the Hill to come on
Junch hour,” says Kerrie Bentfied,
who handles government relations
for a law firm, and who recently
bowled two lunch-hour games with a
colleague. “It's so not D.C., because
it's cool,” Bentfield says, then quickly
adds, “Thopeitis D.CI"

Deborah Robinson sits on a stool
and takes it all in. She is 53, a com-
munications manager who lives in
Northeast, here tonight to celebrate
the birthday of her daughter Andrea
Simmons, 22, an assistant day-care
teacher, organized by another daugh-
ter, Raneka Young, 31, a recruiter {or
the Justice Department.

“1 think it's fabulous,” says Rob-
inson. 1 grew up in D.C. We used to
do things like go bowling, roller-
skating,” often with a church group;
and even with the alcohol and music,
“it's nice to know we're going back to
that. . Even with your teenage chil-
dren, you feel secure when vou know
there’s a dress code here.”

Here is a cluster of Smithsonian
art conservators: Nicole Grabow is
wearing a vintage bowling shirt and

amock wedding veil made of what
conservalors call *an inert non-wo-
ven polyester.” Boutique bowling is
her bachelorelte bash.

“Here everyone knows bowling
can be silly,” says her friend Nora
Lockshin, who procured the vintage
shirts and knows her way around
what she calls a “real” or “old-school”
atley. The automatic scoreboards are
an improvement: “Because you're
drinking a lot, it’s really good they do
the math for you.”

Thie air is not thick with camp and
parody. The boutique bowlers' atti-
tude toward the sport is affectionale,
not ironic. They just don't intend to
form a league or anything. To bowl
for $75 an hour is to pay homage toa
former seli, not to signal 2 new hob-
by. And anyway, in addilion fo beer
pitchers, bowling leagues are banned
from Lucky Strike as well.

After opening a few presents of ex-
otic undergarments, the bride-to-be
bowls her first frame. The score-
board credits “Naughty Nicole” with
aspeed of 11.8 mph, for a spare! She
raises both arms over her head and
whoops in victory. Even with Death
Cab for Cutie in the air and $10 mar-
tinis floating by on trays, some proto-
cols of bowling culture are eternal
and immulable.





